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National Clearinghouse on Disability and Exchange

Thank you for your interest in submitting a story about your international experience. The National Clearinghouse on Disability and Exchange success story initiative is ongoing; we always welcome experiences written by people with disabilities who Travel with a Purpose® and would welcome an article from you about your experiences. If you have questions, contact us at 541-343-1284 (tel/tty) or clearinghouse@miusa.org.

GUIDELINES FOR ACCEPTING SUBMISSIONS

We will arrange an interview with, or accept stories or blogs from:

· People with disabilities who have gone abroad for any length of time to study, intern, work, teach, volunteer, or conduct research projects

· Professors or teachers who have led exchange groups abroad including member(s) with disability/disabilities

· Exchange program professionals who have worked with participants with disabilities or to make their programs inclusive of people with disabilities

· Disability services professionals who are working with the study abroad program staff or students with disabilities they serve going abroad

THE AUDIENCE 

1. Primarily it includes people with and without disabilities worldwide, educators, travelers, professionals who provide exchange programs, and people who work with disability organizations 

2. Sometimes it includes specific target audiences we are trying to reach out to such as youth, foreign language educators, international student advisors, people from minority backgrounds, parents, etc.

THE OUTLET 
(“Places where we typically use your interview or submit your article”)

1. Our website (http://www.miusa.org) – specifically our success stories page (http://www.miusa.org/ncde/stories)

2. Our publications (http://www.miusa.org/publications) – specifically our A World Awaits You journal (http://www.miusa.org/ncde/away)

3. Magazines or newsletters published by mainstream or minority media

4. Magazines or newsletters published by other international exchange organizations  

Examples: 

Transitions Abroad-  http://www.transitionsabroad.com/
Abroad View- http://www.abroadview.org/webzine/index.htm 

International Educator- http://www.nafsa.org/publication.sec/international_educator_1
Global Study Magazine- http://www.globalstudymagazine.com
5. Magazines or newsletters published by other disability organizations (often written for and by people with disabilities about living with disabilities)

Examples: 

New Mobility- http://www.newmobility.com
Kids on Wheels- http://www.kidsonwheels.cc/
ADDitude Magazine- http://www.additudemag.com/
Arthritis Today- http://www.arthritis.org/arthritis-today-magazine.php 

TBI Challenge- http://www.biausa.org/Pages/tbi_challenge.html 

CP Magazine- http://www.cerebralpalsymagazine.com/contribution.htm 

Ldonline- http://www.ldonline.org/ 

Logan Magazine- http://www.loganmagazine.com/ 

Quest- http://www.mda.org/publications/Quest/q_curr.html 

Exceptional Parent Magazine http://www.eparent.com/
INTERVIEWS

Email your contact information to clearinghouse@miusa.org, and you will be contacted if your interview is needed for an article. Interviews by telephone are tape-recorded or by instant messaging are saved for direct quotes to be transcribed and used. Interviews typically take 30-45 minutes, and are scheduled Monday-Friday between 9am-4pm Pacific Time. 
FOCUS & LENGTH

Articles should be between 750-1500 words in length, and include the author’s 50 word biography and 2-3 captioned photos (read guidelines below). NCDE staff is happy to engage in a collaborative writing process with you, and will edit all articles. If you need further direction in your writing or would like to submit an article for editing, email clearinghouse@miusa.org. 

*Blogs should be well maintained and written for a wide variety of readers. We reserve the right to review and remove the links to blogs on our website at our discretion.

Your article/blog can cover any or all of the following topics:

· What type of exchange did you participate in? Briefly describe the program. 

· What did you get out of your experience? What have you learned? 

· How do you see it contributing to your future goals? (Personally & professionally)

· Did you need to arrange any disability-related accommodations? 

· If so, what did you do to make this happen? 

· Were there differences in the types of accommodations available abroad? 

· How did you adapt to any differences?

· What suggestions do you have for others who are interested in going abroad?

WRITING TIPS

· The general formula for writing a non-fiction feature article is to start in the middle of the action, then give background context next and build up to the middle again, & finally end in the future or reflecting back to the beginning

· Select two images not generally thought of together, or a vivid moment in the middle of your story to be the lead (e.g. first) sentence

· Tell this lead paragraph as if you and the reader are there in the present -- e.g. Two dust-coated girls approach me, and I reach out to....

· Add context to a story by sharing facts about your own background, history of disabled participants on that program, cultural aspects of the countries you visited, etc. Only include those that are relevant to the “hook” of the story.

· The "hook" comes after the lead sentences – it tells the point of the story -- e.g. My presence changed their opinions of disability. 

· Make sure there's a link between the "hook" sentence and how the reader feels at the end of the article -- did you support your point?

· Determine what parts of your experience to write about by asking if it's moving the story forward -- does it relate to the "hook"?

· The way to develop whole characters you met while abroad is to add in descriptions or to use dialogue you had with them, and their quotes.

· To keep it interesting vary sentence length (a short one stands out among longer ones) and write in simple, clear language – taking out redundancy and excess -- keep in concrete details that relate to the five senses.

· For inspiration, remember the people you met, how did they look or sound, what were they doing in a particular moment, how did the place smell or feel, how did the food taste, what did the weather feel like that day, what emotions were going through you? What were significant conversations you had -- could you recreate them close enough even if not word-by-word?  

· Write as if you were telling your best friend your story while abroad....
Examples of Good Writing:
· http://www.miusa.org/ncde/stories/ramquist
· http://www.miusa.org/publications/freeresources/youthinfluencers/parentstory
PHOTOS

Please send 2-3 photos to accompany the article, especially ones of you at the place where the exchange took place. Note what’s in the background of the scene, and if the eye is drawn to the main point / person, to know if the photo provides a nice composition.

Photo should be:
· At least 300 DPI

· File size 1MB or bigger

· JPEG format

· Taken by you or specifically for your use

· Captioned with a description including who is in the photo, what they are doing, where it was taken and the name of the program you were participating in

· Photos not in digital format can easily be scanned at your favorite photo development store and files created to meet the above guidelines

· Photos posted in blogs do not need to meet the above size requirements

PERMISSION

NCDE staff will contact you to discuss possible outlets for your story and obtain permission to use your story and photos. 

SUBMISSION

Send your story submission with your full contact information to clearinghouse@miusa.org. Electronic submissions are preferred. 

